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Competition Guidelines 

Spirit and Contents 
 
 
 
 
SPIRIT 
ABC | MONZA 2019 it is not a "BIM contest”. If we want to simplify, we can say that it is an “Architecture 
Competition with BIM" but we prefer to say that it is a Competition that wants to represent, in a small and 
humble way, Architecture in the time of Digital Transformation. 
 
A creative Architecture, free and at the same time able to face the challenges and complexities of our era, 
such as the attention to Sustainability (not only environmental) or the rise of Smart Working and new models 
of social relations. 
 
We have structured this Competition so that it is open to all those interested in the Architecture/Construction 
field without having to be a "Great Wizard of BIM" or of other specific disciplines because we think that the 
Architecture of our day must be faced with an approach of wide-ranging in which every contribution, even 
the smallest, is significant and the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. 
 
We like to mention some particularly successful multidisciplinary union such as that between Gio Ponti and 
engineer Nervi (without forgetting those who collaborated on their projects), if only to say that we are not 
talking about something new. But that wonderful analogical world has become more complex and the 
debates on Form and Function have been joined by those related to the Big Data of the digital world. 
 
Every day we introduce certain or defining relationships between the elements involved in the conception, 
creation and management of the architectural artefact. This requires dealing with Architecture with an army 
of skills, professional profiles and sometimes today unpublished functions. If some aspects are neglected, 
competitions are not won and no assignments are received. This is also why the winners at a global level are 
Offices/Companies with hundreds, if not thousands, of employees who carry in their fabric - embedded - 
skills and experience across the board. The alternative model is to have a network, a faithful supply chain 
that knows how to work in a coordinated and effective manner as a whole. In any case, the complexity of the 
project increases and we must ensure that nothing is lost of the value brought by every single action to the 
process. This is the task to which BIM is called. 
 
 
NOTE 
BIM in ABC | MONZA 2019 - which is a Competition of ideas - is duly addressed in a schematic way. What we 
wanted to include to represent it correctly is not so much the delivery through an IFC three-dimensional 
model as the process that starts up before the creation of this model. 
A process made up of questions and answers, data exchanges, analysis and cross-checks, choice of objectives. 
So, the part of the authoring, verification and coordination software tools is important but it is a function of 
what is decided and shared among the members of the team that develops the project. BIM is not a tool but 
a method to manage the process. 
The rational and logical transition from BIM USES to the BIM model (IFC, finally) is central and significant for 
us and represents what we define as the correct approach to setting up BIM. 
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CONTENTS 
Few constraints and great creative freedom for those who take part in the Competition but not separated 
by a reasoned approach to the themes. We would like to receive innovative, creative and even a little foolish 
proposals but still technologically achievable now or in the very near future. 
 
We would like the aspects that define an architectural project to be evaluated through the analysis of the 
territory, of the economic and social fabric and of the trends concerning the Competition site. 
 
We would like the involvement of people with skills on Investment and Real Estate Development to 
understand what could be successful for that site and what could challenge the passage of time from an 
economic and social point of view. 
 
We would like ideas that can bring value to the territory: tourism, jobs, economic activities that positively 
reflect on the surroundings, or well-being in environmental terms or of a "happy community". A park would 
seem to be a good idea but pay attention to the maintenance costs (who should pay for them?) or the risk 
that it could become a situation of degradation. For this, the reasoning must be developed at 360 ° and the 
same for any type of proposal. 
 
We urge you not to focus only on the geometry of the proposal and on the "now" but to think of a "business 
model" and how it could develop for example in thirty years. This is why we would like those skilled in 
Economics as well as Real Estate\Asset Management or Facility Management to be involved in order to 
evaluate long-term operating proceeds and costs. In the same way we would like Environmental 
Sustainability to be assessed as a whole: not only an optimized energy impact but a holistic analysis from the 
materials to the possible constructive process and of all that the subject expert in the team says. 
 
This even before starting the design, which we remember, is the one required in a Concept Design, therefore 
conceptual, not focused on details but more aware of the general vision. In other documents of the 
Competition (the Annexes) we recommend a LOD 200. 
 
The construction of the design of the proposal will have to be done with tools suitable to create three-
dimensional parametric models "BIM". Maximum freedom here too. No obligation to use specific software. 
The final result (the model to be delivered) must be in IFC2x3 format and will be analyzed by the Jury with 
the recommended viewers (see Annex 1), so it may be a good advice to use those same software tools to 
verify that your IFC model "works" first to deliver it. 
 
The model will have to respond to the Uses of BIM - BIM Uses - and the way in which this relationship will 
be developed, in addition to the quality of the model, will determine the evaluation that could lead to a "BIM 
award".  
 
The project's Sustainability approach must be described in the Project Report (see Annex 2) and will be 
divided into chapters as follows: 
 
• Description of the project proposal 
• Description of the solutions adopted for Economic Sustainability 
• Description of the solutions adopted for Social Sustainability 
• Description of the solutions adopted for Environmental Sustainability 
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Each chapter must be exhaustive for the covered aspect, although it may refer to the other chapters of the 
Report. We invite you to include in these chapters the salient passages of the analytical process, the findings 
of simulations on scenarios and models and the description of the solutions that have been implemented in 
the proposal. 
 
 
THINGS TO IGNORE, THINGS TO CONSIDER 
 
• Nothing in the Competition area should be maintained. 
The present building cannot be recovered and in the same way the water tank. 
You can ignore the street lamps, the vegetation, the roads and all the other elements present. 
There is no reward score for maintaining the elements present. 
 
• There are no constraints on the surfaces (apart from the size of the site) or on the volumes even if the 
expectation of the Competition is not to receive proposals that make the saturation of space a strong point. 
 
• There are no constraints related to local, national or global laws and regulations on construction and 
management of buildings and building areas. 
 
• It is necessary to take into account the future nearby Campania stop of Line 5 of the Milan underground. 
The exact characteristics of the station are not yet available so we expect a plausible approximate evaluation. 
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